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Ms. Rebecca Frey
Remedial Response Branch (HSRL-6J)
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77 West Jackson Boulevard
Chicago, IL 60604

Re: West Chicago Superfund Sites

Dear Ms. Frey:

I understand from the enclosed article in the West
Chicago Press that Region 5 is considering the storage of
tailings from certain of the West Chicago Superfund Sites at
Manville Oaks Park. Although I recognize that the article may
not accurately reflect the views of Region 5, I am writing on
behalf of Kerr-McGee Chemical Corporation ("Kerr-McGee") to
comment on it.

The article states that the park is viewed as a
desirable storage location because the tailings could
subsequently be loaded on railcars along the western edge of
the park. A park spokeswoman is quoted as saying that the
park offers logistical advantages because it "'would only
require one move.1"

As we understand the facts, Region 5 is seeking a
site at which tailings could "be stored until they are shipped
for disposal elsewhere. Any such location will inevitably
involve double handling: the placement of the material at the
storage site, followed by the retrieval' of the material for
placement on railcars. The claim that the Manville Oaks
Park -- or any storage site -- offers advantages in terms of
single handling of the waste does not accord with the purpose
of a storage location.

We also believe that the article is misguided in
suggesting that the propinquity of a rail line necessarily
offers advantages. In order to load the tailings on railcars,
it will probably be necessary to construct a rail siding and a
loading facility that will provide adequate dust control.
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(Even if the tailings were stored in containers, a siding may
be necessary.) Moreover, installation of any necessary access
roads would lead to adverse impacts to the park. In light of
the financial and other costs associated with such construc-
tion, it is not reasonable to duplicate the loading facilities
that must be constructed in any event at the West Chicago
Facility.

Perhaps the most serious disadvantage with the use
of the Manville Oaks Park for storage is the prospect of
contaminating a now clean area with tailings. Moreover, any
storage site must be licensed by the IDNS, with attendant on-
going costs for monitoring, security, and decommissioning.
Storage at any off-site location will thus serve to expand the
present West Chicago problems and to increase expense.

In our view, the only sensible solution is the use
of the West Chicago Facility for storage. Kerr-McGee has
stated that it is prepared to attend a meeting that EPA might
convene with IDNS to discuss the licensing issues associated
with the use of the Facility for this purpose.

Please call if you would like to pursue any of the
matters discussed in this letter. In the meantime, I would
appreciate it if you would include this letter in the
administrative record that Region 5 has established for the
West Chicago Superfund Sites. Because the Comments of Kerr-
McGee Chemical Corporation on the Focused Risk Assessment for
West Chicago Vicinity Properties and the Associated Fact Sheet
(Feb. 25, 1993) also discuss the conduct of the removal
program, I would appreciate it if you would assure that these
comments are also part of the administrative record.

\

Richard A. Meserve
Counsel for Kerr-McGee
Chemical Corporation

RAM:1mb

cc: Mark Radell, Esq.
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